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Lois O'Reilly
Executive Principal

P&C 
Join us and grow our community 

You don’t need to be an expert in education or parenting to contribute to our school community. You just need to be 
prepared to share your perspective on topics as they arise and have a disposition to learn together as a group. Being 
willing and able to serve hungry kids in the tuckshop and tea and coffee and biscuits at extracurricular events is a 
bonus, but not a requirement for membership.  
 
Each year the P&C re-elects members and Executive at an Annual General Meeting in March. In 2022, some long-
standing P&C members will step down from the Executive, and so we are already looking for some people to step up 
and make a slightly more formal contribution. 
 
Also feel free to reach out at any time if you are interested by emailing: pandc@indoorooshs.eq.edu.au.

Tony Ellison 
Vice President P&C
Email:  tony.e.ellison@gmail.com
Mobile: 0408 192 943

2011 Indro Alumna and guest speaker 
Hannah Karydas 

2021 School Leaders cutting the  
Graduation cake

Sport Captain Phoebe and Academic Captain Peleg presenting 
the Senior Gift to Executive Principal Mrs Lois O'Reilly

Last Friday we farewelled our Year 12s at a final breakfast followed 
by their last ever school assembly, where Ms McDonald uttered the 
long-awaited words students were eager to hear: “Year 12s, you are 
dismissed!”.  The evening before we celebrated with our 333 students, 
their families and staff at our Year 12 Graduation Ceremony in the 
Multi-Purpose Hall.  
 
Our special Graduation Ceremony guest, who delivered a very wise and 
heartfelt address, was alumna Hannah Karydas.  A brief synopsis of 
Hannah’s journey since herself graduating in 2011 follows: 
 
Hannah has performed at every major Australian festival, sold out 
multiple headline tours, and supported artists including Dua Lipa, 
George Ezra and The Wombats. Her single Complicated was #22 in 
Triple J's Hottest 100 2020. She featured in BBC Radio 1's "Best New 
Pop" playlist and has a new EP Reruns out now! 

On behalf of our whole school community, I thank the class of 2021 for 
your time at Indro and the richness, fun and creativity you brought to 
our school that has helped us grow stronger as a community. 
 
Lois O'Reilly 
Executive Principal
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An Important Thank You
Indro is such a busy environment we sometimes forget there are a number of people behind the scenes who ensure 
the school is clean, tidy, safe and welcoming for our students and staff on a daily basis. With that in mind we'd like to 
introduce you to our wonderful, hard working cleaners.

If you're a parent who has visited campus, or one of our dog walkers who visit our grounds regularly you may 
have seen the cleaners or grounds staff going about their duties, sweeping, using leaf blowers, picking up litter and 
generally making sure Indro's campus looks its best. Next time you visit campus and see one of our team give them a 
wave, we know they'll appreciate it. 

Michael O'Keeffe 
Executive Business Manager

Deaf Services Excursion
On Friday 12 November, Deaf students from Years 7 to 12 went on 
an excursion to visit Deaf Services Queensland at Moorooka.
 
Here we met with Shannon, a Deaf community support worker. 
Some of our students remembered her from when she worked as 
an Auslan Language Model at Indooroopilly High School.
 
The goal of the excursion was to learn about the support and 
access that is provided to deaf and/or hard of hearing people 
through Deaf Services Queensland (DSQ).
 
The students received a tour of Deaf Services and also experienced 
the online support available to the Deaf community. Our students 
engaged with deaf community workers from Sydney and Cairns 
and asked questions via Skype.
 
We also had opportunities to meet other Deaf elders and learn 
about their life experiences as a deaf person in the hearing 
community. One elder told us she has travelled many times 
overseas and the barriers to sign language not being universal. 
 
Our students agreed it was a very ‘eye-opening’ and rewarding 
experience. It is great to know of the support available once our 
Deaf students leave school. 

It was a rewarding and exhausting day for the students. 
 
Hailey Warwick 
Deaf Support Coordinator and Case Manager

Indro's Cleaning Team - Pat, Julie, 
Angela, Dee, Chloe, Harry, Pim, 

Janine, Apple, Bunmee & Carmen

MaewPat & Dada

Isaiah, Luca, Jesse and Tyler at Deaf Services

Angela, Julie 
and Apple
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Ecomarines at The Wave
Held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre earlier this month, The Wave is a celebration of all of the 
schools who participated in the Tangalooma EcoMarines program in 2021. The Indooroopilly SHS EcoMarines are five 
passionate students who care about our environment and in particular, preserving the cleanliness of our waterways 
to help keep Moreton Bay as healthy as possible. These students work with Greindro to help educate and inspire 
Indooroopilly SHS students to reduce, reuse and recycle.

Maia, Naina, Abby, Costa and Sofia were keynote speakers at the event, and entertained the audience of some 400 
students, teachers and industry partners, as well as three levels of government representatives with their EcoMarines 
“Game Show”.  Our local Councillor James Mackay spoke on behalf of the Lord Mayor and the Hon. Trevor Evans 
Member for Brisbane and Assistant Minister for Waste Reduction and Environmental Management, reminded us all 
how fortuitous it was that the event fell during National Recycling Week.  

The students really enjoyed the opportunity to speak to the work they have done this year, as well as stories from 
other schools, especially the Acknowledgement of Country from Dunwich State School and a waste reduction 
performance from primary students from Russell and Macleay Islands. They were also honoured to be interviewed by 
Loretta Ryan from Brisbane ABC radio (you can hear the interview by clicking this link and forwarding to the 2 hours 
and 43 minute mark).

To get involved as EcoMarines support crew,  please listen out for Greindro notices and see how you can help Indro 
become more environmentally sustainable. 

Louise Leabeater 
Senior Teacher - Geography, History and English

Top L - Maia, Sofia, Abby, Naina and Costa with Tangalooma  CEO, Jeff Osborne; Top R EcoMarines Game Show; Middle R 
Sofia being interviewed by ABC's Loretta Ryan; Bottom R Costa, Louise Leabeater, Cr James Mackay, ABC Radio's Loretta 

Ryan, Abby, Maia, Naina and Sofia; Bottom L the EcoMarines at one of the convention displays

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/brisbane/programs/breakfast/breakfast/13614104
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Sport News
Lunchtime sport
From Week 1 onwards we have been trialling a new sporting initiative in the school based on student feedback. Each 
week we have been holding various lunchtime sport competitions for anyone to come along, sign up and jump in 
to play. Over the past four weeks more than500 students have participated in different sports including Volleyball, 
Dodgeball, Ultimate Disc, Modified Soccer and Basketball. It has been great to see students being physically active 
while enjoying the wonderful company of their friends and peers. 

Celebrating student sporting success  
Viviann C - Brisbane Capitals Team for Basketball, Under 16s Bronze
Nick P - Brisbane Capitals Team for Basketball – Under 17s  
Amelie H - recently selected in the U14 NPL for Football

Has your student experienced success in their chosen sport? Send photos and details to Chloe Bailey - Sport 
Coordinator at crbai1@eq.edu.au and we'll celebrate their success in the next Indro News.  
 
Chloe Bailey
Sport Coordinator 

Lunch time sport on the fields and in the Multi-Purpose Hall is proving popular with students

crbai1@eq.edu.au
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Aviation and Aerospace Certificate III Graduates

Congratulations to our Certificate III Aviation students who have successfully completed their course. Students 
welcomed special guests Peter Rolandsen who started the Aviation and Aerospace Program at Indooroopilly SHS, 
Laurence Beraldo, Head of Aerosystems TAE and Stephen Bracken, RPAS Instructor at Aviation Australia, teachers 
Kelly Breen and Yuxiang Liu at their graduation celebration last week. 
 
Matt Reid 
Head of Department - Business, Industry and Innovation

Certificate III Aviation (Remote Pilot) students Jaycob, Thomas, Hugo, Alexi, Shreyas, Cameron, Hamilton, Danek, Naveen, 
Aidan, Neha, Siaa, Jennifer, Ruben, Calum, Isabella and Swadha with their teachers and special guests

The Bronwyn Lucas Literary Award 2021
Indro’s creative writers produced a fabulous array of imaginative and engaging 
narratives for The Bronwyn Lucas Literary Award this year.  Generously sponsored 
by Lions Jindalee, the English faculty’s annual award celebrates a much-loved Indro 
teacher and faculty member who passionately fostered students’ creative writing 
skills. The illustrious award was thus devised to nurture and celebrate the craft of 
creative writing within the student body. The competition brief is to produce an 
original short story set in the western suburbs of Brisbane, in a genre of choice, with 
a maximum word length of 1,500 words. 

The abundance of well-crafted narratives submitted in this round, made selection 
of a winning entry a challenging task for judge and former Indro English teacher, 
Mrs Margaret Fahey. However, Year 12 student, Emilie Paxton Ross’s narrative 
titled Clouds which explores the sensitive issue of mental health and depression 
ultimately emerged to take the prize. In her comments, Mrs Fahey lauded the Year 
12 student’s story for its “sophisticated and complex treatment of a very difficult 
subject” and also noted Emilie’s expert narrative development which “remains tight 
and focused throughout”.  

This year’s Emerging Writer’s Prize was awarded to Miranda Glen (Year 9) for her 
accomplished and engaging story titled, Withered. High commendations were also 
awarded to Dutie Raisa (Year 9) and Yolanda Hemsley (Year 8) for their marvellous, 
well-rendered narratives. 

Sasha Jessop 
The Bronwyn Lucas Literary Award Coordinator/English Faculty

Top - Emilie  

Bottom - Miranda
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Writing @ Indro
Despite assessment demanding the attention of our young authors, members of the Indooroopilly Writers’ Society and 
Junior English Extension are finding the time to pursue their passion and explore a variety of text types ahead of the 
holidays.  

Our main focus this term is writing for the screen and investigating the stories that could be told with our school 
grounds as a jumping off point.  Prominent ideas to date have embraced the gothic fiction genre and the way that 
space takes on its own identity as the context around it changes.  Below is an excerpt from Elin (Year 11) detailing the 
ideas for an upcoming screenplay. 

The Unright is an Australian Gothic script inspired by the unusual locations in Indooroopilly State High School. 
It features a cast of students from different time periods who’ve each become lost in a mysterious otherworld 
version of their school.
 
This otherworld, nicknamed the Unright by the characters, is inhabited by mysterious supernatural creatures 
who attempt to prevent the students from leaving or convince them to stay.

Meanwhile, the Junior English Extension students are finalising the drafts for their upcoming adventure module 
submissions.  Expected to be published in early 2022 for our very own Dungeons and Dragons club, these adventures 
are taking the short story genre and pushing it to the extreme in terms of interactivity and engagement for adolescent 
readers.  If you’re the kind of person who enjoys a story that you can literally jump right into, be sure to watch this 
space.  Kaitlyn (Year 8) has been exploring the mechanics of high-stakes fetch quests in her module The Cave of Many 
Birds, outlined below.

Losther Fallyger, a short elf who is allergic to feathers, has made a spell to cure amnesia, but it went horribly 
wrong.  All of the ingredients for the spell were scattered everywhere and she can’t remember where; the 
only ingredient that she can remember is the key ingredient, hidden in the Cave of Many Birds.  She must find 
the ingredient soon and reverse the spell before it is too late. However, because she can’t go there herself, you 
must go to the cave of many birds and find the item to undo the spell. She tells you what you need to find and 
promises 150 gold pieces if you find the item and take it back to her. Of course, if you don’t find it within a day, 
you will be forgotten by everyone.

Of course, students are encouraged to bring their own projects to the Writers’ Society and share their ideas with 
a network of young authors to nurture and grow them into stories of their own.  Alongside the screenplays and 
adventures, Elin has been teasing out this poem for a few weeks now ahead of its newsletter debut.

There are people of vivid starlight
Who walk after what they chase
A silver-coated birthright
Known as ‘second place’
 
They are often outpaced
By folks of sunlight and sky
Who run with great haste
And feet that always seem spry
 
But as the sun rises, so must it set
Plunging the sky to brittle night
What was once their greatest asset
Becomes the thing they must fight
 
Free in the night chimes a soft bell
First place is gone and the stars can gleam
Wisely, themselves they decided to quell
And outlast the fallen sunbeam

Indooroopilly Writers’ Society meets twice a week and is available for all students to float in and out of as their writing 
journey requires.  If you’re looking for reading or writing tips for the holidays, please make sure to poke your head in 
over the coming weeks and let us know what you’re looking for – we'll be sure to have a story or two ready for your 
consideration.  
 
Oliver Macpherson 
Assistant Head of Department - English

Elin Year 11 with story notes
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The Arts - Year 9 Media Special Effects Makeup Incursion

Year 7 MMADD performance preparation

Earlier this year students in Year 9 Media had the special opportunity 
to take part in using professional special effects (SFX) makeup to create 
realistic looking bullet wounds, cuts, bruises, and scratches. We got to 
work with a professional make-up artist, Rose, from Laughing Goat 
Productions, who was very sweet and really helped us. 
 
While we used professional-grade modelling wax, fake blood, and grease 
paint, most of the tools we used to apply the makeup were commonly 
found household items, such as toothpicks, sponges, and Q-tips. This 
made us feel like it was more accessible to create realistic wounds at 
home. The workshop was really helpful for our media assessment, which 
required us to use some sort of SFX or visual effects (VFX) in our films. 
Overall, the experience was super fun! It gave us a chance to work with 
our friends in class as well as create funny stories as to how we got the 
wounds. Hopefully, Indooroopilly State High School has the opportunity 
to host workshops like these and more students can experience the fun 
we had.
Mae and Zoya
Students – Year 9 Media 

Student Reflections
It was a key learning experience and a blast! – Daniel
The school workshop was fun and engaging, and enhanced our creative 
skills in the industry. – James 
I had a great time learning how to create wounds, and I am now 
practising at home with my own materials. – Akira 
The workshop was awesome, it felt good to learn how people make magic 
in films. – Ranaa 
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TALES  FROM ANOTHER  WORLD 

SHOWCASING PERFORMANCES ,  

F I LMS AND ARTWORKS  

OF  JUN IOR ARTS  STUDENTS

I n d o o r o o p i l l y  S t a t e  H i g h  S c h o o l  p r e s e n t s

T u e s d a y  3 0  N o v e m b e r
 

S e s s i o n  1 :  4 . 3 0 p m - 5 . 1 0 p m

7 B ,  7 L , 7 N ,  9 A  D r a m a ,  8  M u s i c

 

S e s s i o n  2 :  5 . 4 0 p m - 6 . 2 0 p m  

A u s l a n  I n t e r p r e t e d

7 A ,  7 H ,  7 M ,  8 C  T H M ,  9 B  D a n c e

 

S e s s i o n  3 :  6 . 5 0 p m - 7 . 3 0 p m

7 F ,  7 K ,  7 J ,  8 D  T H M ,  8  M u s i c  A c c e l

 

 

SCHOOL HALL

M o n d a y  2 9  N o v e m b e r
 

S e s s i o n  1 :  4 . 3 0 p m - 5 . 1 0 p m

7 I ,  7 O , 7 Q ,  8 B  T H M ,  9 A  D a n c e ,  9  M u s i c

 

S e s s i o n  2 :  5 . 4 0 p m - 6 . 2 0 p m

7 C ,  7 E ,  7 G ,  9 C  D r a m a ,  8  M u s i c

 

S e s s i o n  3 :  6 . 5 0 p m - 7 . 3 0 p m

7 D ,  7 P ,  8 A  T H M ,  9 B  D r a m a ,  9  M u s i c

 

Student's work from their SFX Makeup Incursion

Your student has been given a printed 
permission form to complete, in addition to it 
being emailed earlier this month. If you've not 
received either copy click here for the Junior 
Arts Journey permission form.  

Tammy Gilmore 
Head of Department - The Arts

Junior Arts Journey is a momentous time of 
the year where The Arts students from Years 
7-9 present their work from the term to a live 
audience. This event is held in the School Hall in 
sessions and include a range of performances 
including Year 7 MMADD, Year 8 THM and Year 
9 Drama performances and Dance and Music 
items on the stage, and a selection of Year 8 
VMT, 9 Media and 9 Art works.  The show is run 
over two evenings and broken into different 
sessions to allow the audience to attend with 
ample room. 

https://indoorooshs.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Co-curricular%20forms/Junior%20Arts%20Journey%20Consent%20form.pdf
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What is the IB 
Programme?
The IB Diploma 
Programme is designed 
as an academically 
challenging and balanced 
programme of education 
with final examinations 
that prepares students, 
generally aged 16 to 19, 
for success at university 
and life beyond. The 
programme is normally taught over two years and has gained recognition 
and respect from the world’s  leading universities.

Mission Statement
The International Baccalaureate Organisation aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and 
more peaceful world through   intercultural understanding and respect. To 
this end the IBO encourages students across the world to become active, 
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand 
that other people, with their differences, can also be 
right.

For further information contact  IB Coordinator  
Peter Day on pday4@eq.edu.au or (07) 3327 8333.

Aviation is a subject for students who 
are looking forward to either a career in 
aviation or flying for pleasure. 

Students are able to enrol in Aviation in 
Years 10, 11 and 12. Students go to a 
flying school at Archerfield Airport each 
week during the year.  Initially students 
aim to perform their first solo flight, and 
must be 15 years of age to do so.

Students work towards a Recreational 
Pilot Licence (RPL) and, after 
successfully completing navigation 
flights, gain a Private Pilot Licence.  
Students will be required to pay their 
chosen flying school each week for 
their lesson.  This is a pay-as-you-go 
arrangement with the hire rate of an 
aircraft and instructor plus landing fees 
and briefing.  It is a significant expense, 
details of which are available from each 
flying school. 

The theory, comprising Flight Radio 
Operator’s Licence (FROL), Basis 
Aeronautical Knowledge (BAK) and 
Private Pilot Licence Theory (PPL) is 

studied during Wednesday briefings 
and at home.  

Topics include aircraft familiarisation, 
aviation terminology, Communications, 
aircraft general knowledge and control, 
rules and procedures of flight, theory 
of flight, meteorology and navigation. 
Students also have the ability to 
practise flights in the school’s flight 
simulator.  

It is preferable for students to complete 
the aviation medical and apply for an 
Aviation Security Identification Card 
(ASIC) and student pilot licence before 
commencing flight training, as the first 
solo flight is not permitted until the 
documentation has been processed 
by the Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA).

For more information contact  
Matt Reid, Head of Department 
– Business, Industry & Innovation, 
mreid44@eq.edu.au

The Networking Academy Program is a two-year 
course offered by Indooroopilly State High School 
in conjunction with Cisco Systems, a world leading 
manufacturer of networking equipment. 

What do students learn?
Students learn to construct and configure Local and 
Wide Area Networks (LANs and WANs) using state of 
the art equipment. LANs and WANs interconnecting 
our computing equipment and the entire global 
internet.

A student who has successfully completed the 
course and attained certification will be able to build, 
maintain and interconnect computer networks. 
The student will be able to configure networking 
equipment such as routers and switches  which direct 
and manage network data.

For further information contact CISCO Coordinator 
Andrew Waddell on awadd4@eq.edu.au.

CISCO Networking 
Academy Program

International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme

Aviation at Indro: Sky's the limit

Specialist programs

mailto:pday4%40eq.edu.au?subject=
mailto:mreid44%40eq.edu.au?subject=
mailto:awadd4%40eq.edu.au?subject=
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Community Notices

'Get Ready for Wet Trades' are short, introductory programs 
that focus on hands-on training so the participants can make an 
informed decision on the trade as a long-term career. 

We are seeking candidates to enrol in this course. This intensive 
two week course delivered by industry-experienced teachers and 
including on-site industry experience will provide the pathway to 
seek an apprenticeship as a bricklayer in the Construction industry 
and lead to a career as a qualified bricklayer. 

You will also be able to enrol into the Construction Industry White 
Card course for no additional fee (not required if already hold a 
White Card).

Upcoming start dates in 2021:
22 Nov 2021
6 Dec 2021
GET STARTED TODAY - APPLY HERE
https://tafeqld.edu.au/courses/19038/get-ready-for-bricklaying  
Applicants must meet the Eligibility Criteria*

https://indoorooshs.eq.edu.au/international/homestay
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Community Notices

Riviera is currently looking for the following Full Time Apprenticeships:
 
Certificate III in Polymer Processing (Composite Tech)
Applications close on Wednesday 1 December  
Interviewing from Monday 6 December

Current Year 11 students (Year 12 2022) who are looking for a School Based apprenticeship Riviera is currently 
looking for the following Full Time Apprenticeships:
Cert III in Polymer Processing (Composite Tech)
Cert III in Marine Craft Construction
Applications close on Friday 26 November  
Work Experience starting on Monday 6th of December with Site Safety Induction completed on Friday 3 December


